CONTESSA GALLERY

SUPREME COURT OF THE UNITED STATES
UNITED STATES V."WINDSOR, EXECUTOR OF THE ESTATE OF SPYER, ET AL.,570 U.S. 744 (2013)

EXCERPTS OF BRIEF OF -AMICI CURIAE BISHOPS OF THE EPISCOPAL CHURCH IN' THE STATES OF « ALIFORN[A
CCNNECTICUT, IOWA;, MAINE, MARYLAND, MASSACHUSETTS, NEW HAMPSHIRE, NEW YORK, VERMONT
WASHINGTON AND THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA; THE JEWISH THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY OF AMERIC
MANHATTAN CONFE NCE OF THE METROPOLITAN NEW YORK SYNOD OF THE EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN
CHURCH IN'AMERICA; THE RABBINICAL ASSEMBLY: THE RECONSTRUCTIONIST RARRH L ASSOCIAT!
RECONSTRUCTIONIST RABBINICAL COLLEGE; RABBI AKIVA HERZFELD OF SHAAREY TPHILO THE UNION FOR
REFORM JUDAISM; UNITARIAN UNIVERSALIST-ASSOCIATION; UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST; THE UNITER
SYNAGOGUE OF CONSERVATIVE JUDAISM; AFFIRMATION; COVENANT NETWORK OF PRESBYTERIANS; FRIENDS
FOR LESBIAN, GAY, BISEXUAL, TRANSGENDER, AND QUEER CONCERNS; METHODIST FEDERATION FOR SOCIAL
ACTION; MORE LIGHT PRESBYTERIANS; PR BYTERIAN WEIL COME; RECON NG MINISTRIES NET WORK;
RECONCILINGWORKS: LUTHERANS FOR FULL PARTICIPATION; AND RELIGIOUS INSTITUTE, INC..ON THE MERITS
AND IN'SUPPORT OF AFFIRMANCE IN FAVOR OF RESPONDENT EDITH SCHLAIN' WINDSOR; FEB. 2§, 20138

“Amici curiae (‘Amici’)-represent a broad range of religious groups, organizations, and ieaders who support equal freatmani for
ecting state-regulated civil marriage. While Amici come from faiths that have approached issues with: ‘spect to
e and their \ammes in different ways over the years, they are united in the belief that, in our vasti, diverse and
2 \yjhould notbe permitted to influence who the £:3te permits
to marry or how Iemﬂv A= ] o ﬂted by the federal government.
Such rights must.be deterinined ) ‘ les of equal pTOtEu\IOT under-the law....
Over a century and a half ago; Alexis de Tocqys eflected on tt
Anierica and i culiar power’ in the cultural lig®®he United States, ¢
at the heart or religious Treedom |1 America relgg % as, if one may put it s6 ’ 3 & of re)|g|ous life
¢ efor ' ﬁ haking the
founc::honQ of (mcwnt bel |ef= : i n bears dir be i A h|stonca\ and regd\ tradtt'on
American plu N t a . i A i L alism and s it that the judgme
I aqua\ protﬂcnon and religious freedom...

The American religious.panorama embraces a m s X spectives on lesbian and gay people and same-sex
onships. A vast range of religious perspectives affi ty of lesbian and gay. people, their relationships, and their
families. This affirmation reflects the deeply rooted f T ny faiths, in the essential worth of alt individuals anc
more particularly, the i Spec thin | traditions to same-sex couples.
Thus, some faiths celebrate 8 uples ages identically to-those of difierent-sex couples.
Others solemnize Sdme sex relationships in.ways other than marriage:

Faiths embracing same-sex couples — both theologically and with respect to the distinct issue of equality under civil:law =
participata in the mainstream of American rehglom observance They includé Mainline Protestant denominations such asithe
Iar‘d the Episcopal Ch h Undﬁnan Un:versah:t Church; l,orttuns ofthe Pe'mxou f ndQ

n amici su 3
‘Christian’ definition of marriage. Butt s and other rel|g|ou<'y bas ed arquments fo r limiting civil-recognition.of marriage to
ally be given weight by this Court. Crediting such arguments would improperly. both enshrine.a
partic ular rehgluus 3ehef in the law — i velr prohxb| ed under the Establishment Clause — and implicitly privilege religious viewpoints
N y over thosé that-favor it.
For these and other reasons, civil recognition of same-sex relationships, including through marriage,
is fundamentally consistent with the religious pluralism woven into the fabric of American law, culture, and sogiety
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