THE CANNY
AND ELOQUENT

MR. BENSON

By John Loring

Photographs courtesy of Harry Benson

“I've seen the work of all the great photographers of the world.
Yours, Harry, leaves such an impression. It's a little magic.”
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A Michne Jackson, Nes

tiand, Coldomin,

1557, The Kirg of Pop in repose on his throne in his bedroom

A Queen Elizabeth 1 at Ho

vod Palsce, Ednburgh

he only photographer the reclusive Bobby
Fischer allowed with him during the month of his hstoric

chess match in Iceland in 1972 against Russian grand

master Bo passky, and the onl apher

Michael Jackson allowed in his private quarters at
“Neverland.”

“He invariably extracts a person’s soul in a single

image, subtly cultivating a subject’s character without

the subject even knowing it," noted Barbara Baker

Burrows, his picture editor at LIFE magazine, where

Benson under contract for

years.

David Schonauer, the for editor of American

Photo magazine, puts it bluntly: “He knows when to

stand b from a subject, and when to move in, And

when he moves in, it's for the kill "

lind, 2010 The Queen was posing for her portrsit, which was to hang o the Scottish Parlinmer

Said his good friend Truman Capote, “Harry, don't

tell Cartier-Bresson, or Penn, or Avedon, or Sc or

the sweet departed spirit of Sir Beaton, but you

are my favor

photographer.”

Benson and his photo-savvy wife and unflappable

d to their Palm B

tor, Gigi, recently return

inter home from a European book tour in

wi
of

Beatles on the R

the sumptucusly produced new volume The
ad 1964-1964. The book documents

the years Benson spent with the “Fab Four” (It, of

SUpP

includes Benson’s favorite and most.celebrated

h of a pillow fight the Beatles had in their

1964 in one of

room at the Gearge V Hotel in Paris in

their rare unguarded moments before they

changed the course of popular culture.)
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whis filming The Missewri
this series of photograg

3A
FAN Filw

A |RA soldiers on maneuwvers, Northem Irefand,

Princa Chielos rathes than 5

up at the Los Angeles

summer of 1964, "| picked H

y
airport. Although it was almest sundown, Harry insisted

on he: =traight to where the acticn was. It was a war

zone, sutreslist scene: shops were raging infernos;
looters ran wild in the streets ~ snipers were all over the
place firing at anyone and anything that moved.
Harry had to make a picture. | was crawling on my hands

me from rooftops, smashing into

and knees. Gunfire ¢
the sidewalk and shop windows. But Harry must have

thought he was encazed in bulletproof armor from

head to toe. It was as though he'd gone mad. He
wias exhilarated. Harry delvered and his London editer
ed.”

wias th

85. “When asked what they
v mask, the

waating & Prince ¢
ely foll 10 his knees as the others pointed guns at his head.*

e

Immed

“I'm a photographer,” Benson explains. *Thinking

deesn’t get you there. I'm watching = recording. | don't

want to know much. It's how you're going to move
that's what you think of. | do the oppasite of the
expected. I'm there to get in and get out ~ not to meet

pecple and come home wagging my tail. Fleet §

{London's home of the Daily Express) was tough. You

wner of the Daily

didn't want Lerd Beaverbreok
Express) to see the first edition and see you'd mssed it.

“The e
newspapers. You wake up in the morning, and you don‘t

knew where you'll be that night, but wherever | am the

ng thing was the unexpected of the

one thing | must do ~ | must tell the truth
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began to dan

1t was all do
less than fre minutes,

a photo essay but for a moment

ver. It"

that's there and then gone > impartant to
report the facts as they happen

“You see, | liked Bobby Kennedy; but, when he was
what | was there for - to take pictures. It

sh
was for hstory,” he explains.

t, that wa:

“One of the worst things is to be too respectful and
and prejudices into it - put them

put your own feeling

in the w just get close and photograph what you

see. Photojournalism is no team sport. It's lonely out

ey're all fighters and there are no team

hat basically

lose’ - your job. They'

n be a good picture,
ck

ed when the moment comes. You

your subjects, E nment

y
and there can be a great picture. You have to

around and be pre

don't want poses; everything has to move quickly

art&cuiture |

63



64

| art&culture

Dr

Martin Luther King, |r., Cantor

Jent Joher Kennedy and President Charle:

“1 wis ors ths trip that

1966. *During the Jar

as making an impassioned spesch far non-

Gaudle ridii

esident

Meredith March we had just been 1o

in an open car pomp and circumstance of the horseguard,

ecky s b wies the man whi sccompanied fackie Kennedy 10 Paris.”

"How d:

2sponse from your

Lord Beaverbrook meeting with Douglas Clarke, who was his

political editor and v

= not getting through to the president of

2 new African Republic. ‘I've tried flowers to his wife,’ Clarke

explained, ‘chocolates ~ none of it works.' '

you tried

y?' Beaverbrook asked. ‘Heap it on with a shovel! That

wor Beaverbrock was the best! Only the best could have sent

me to America with the Beatles!”

Flattery, wit, pers

tence, wile, timing - all have been us

describe the inimitable Benson style that has brought home the

near countless inc

and memorable images of breaking news

for more than 60 years

graph, Benson

When asked whom he would still like to phat

rephies, tin! He's the cnly one that st

on. He doesn't just fly

through like a comet and then he’s gone like a Sarkozy. But

don nt to have dinner with him first.” 22
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